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I n t r o d u c t i o n

C a t h e r i n e  V i d l e r  a n d  I  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  o n  a  n u m b e r  o f  

c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p r o j e c t s .  W e  c o m p l e t e d  s o m e ,  b u t  o t h e r s  

w e r e  l e f t  u n f i n i s h e d .  

T o  c o m m e m o r a t e  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  C a t h e r i n e ’ s  l i f e  a n d  

u n b o u n d e d  c r e a t i v i t y ,  I ’ v e  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  u n f i n i s h e d  

p r o j e c t s  h e r e .  I n  a l l  i n s t a n c e s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

C a t h e r i n e  w a s  f a c i n g ,  i t  w a s  m e  w h o  d r o p p e d  t h e  b a l l .

I  t h i n k  I ’ v e  c o l l e c t e d  e v e r y t h i n g  w e  w o r k e d  o n .  P l e a s e  

f e e l  f r e e  t o  s h a r e .

T o m  J e n k s

D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 3



S n o w b a l l s

1  w o r d  p e r  l i n e ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  l e t t e r  w o r d  t h e n  

g e t t i n g  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  l o n g e r  ( s e c o n d  w o r d  h a s  2  l e t t e r s ,  

t h i r d  w o r d  h a s  3  e t c ) . A t  a  g i v e n  p o i n t ,  y o u  s t o p  a n d  

t u r n  b a c k  a n d  t h e  s n o w b a l l  s t a r t s  t o  s h r i n k .

W e  d i d  o n e  c o m p l e t e  s n o w b a l l ,  r e a c h i n g  1 1  l e t t e r s .  W e  

t h e n  w o r k e d  o n  a  s e c o n d ,  t u r n i n g  b a c k  a t  1 9  l e t t e r s ,  

b u t  d i d n ’ t  f i n i s h .

I  t h i n k  I  s t a r t e d  t h e  s n o w b a l l s  a n d  C a t h e r i n e  r e p l i e d .
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F l o p  F l i p

C a t h e r i n e  a n d  I  w o r k e d  o n  a  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  c a l l e d  F l i p  

F l o p  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  w h e r e  o n e  s e n t  a n  i m a g e  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  t o  

“ c a p t i o n ” .  W e  s w a p p e d  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  a  f e w  t i m e s  

( a f t e r  1 0  i t e r a t i o n s )  s o  w e  e a c h  h a d  a  t u r n  a t  i m a g e  a n d  

c a p t i o n .  T h e  c o n c e p t  w a s  i n s p i r e d  b y  S u p e r n a t u r a l  

O v e r t o n e s  b y  R o n  P a d g e t t  a n d  C l a r k  C o o l i d g e .

I n  ( I  t h i n k )  2 0 2 2 ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  p r o d u c e  a n o t h e r  

v e r s i o n ,  w h i c h  w e  c a l l e d  F l o p  F l i p ,  a s  w e  t o o k  t u r n s  i n  

a  d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r .  C a t h e r i n e  s t a r t e d  F l i p  F l o p  w h e r e a s  I  

s t a r t e d  F l o p  F l i p .  

W e  d i d n ’ t  r e a l l y  h a v e  a  s e t  p o i n t  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  

t o  s t o p .  I  s u p p o s e  t h a t  i f  w e ’ d  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  f u r t h e r ,  

w e  m i g h t  h a v e  m a d e  i t  t h e  s a m e  l e n g t h  a s  F l i p  F l o p ,  

w h i c h  i s  6 0  p a n e l s  l o n g  ( 6  x  1 0  i t e r a t i o n s ) .  W e  m a n a g e d  

1 1  p a n e l s .  I  p r o v i d e d  t h e  i m a g e  f o r  1 0  a n d  w e ’ d  j u s t  

s w a p p e d  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  l a s t  i m a g e ,  w h i c h  C a t h e r i n e  

p r o v i d e d .  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63b72833abc9260bace17ba9/t/645866ce2081051fbd547549/1683515093670/flipflop.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/63b72833abc9260bace17ba9/t/645866ce2081051fbd547549/1683515093670/flipflop.pdf
http://eclipsearchive.org/projects/SUPERNATURAL/supernatural.html
http://eclipsearchive.org/projects/SUPERNATURAL/supernatural.html


The new coffee machine proved a little difficult to 
operate.



The piece of music was simply too delicious for 
the ears.



His entry in the virtual Easter bonnet competition 
was a real traffic stopper. 



The response to the punchline was a little colder 
than expected.



red, green, red, blue; a zig-zagging pathway from 
me to you



The turkey’s recurring nightmare was in it for the 
long haul.



Breakfast never failed to provide a tasty 
opportunity for the implementation of solidarity.



With his ship at risk of capsizing, Pirate Bubbles 
came to regret his decision to discard the only life 
boat. 



Emerging briefly from his Burger Immersion 
Experience, Mr Pickles saw nothing more or less 
than an enormous pair of eyes staring back at 
him.



As a matter of pride, he took the ‘black-tie pool-
party’ theme very seriously.



This was yoga, but not as the bees knew it. 



A  s e c o n d  p a n g r a m  n o v e l

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  C a t h e r i n e  a n d  I  p u b l i s h e d  o u r  p a n g r a m m a t i c  

n o v e l  P a c k  m y  B o x  w i t h  F i v e - D o z e n  L i q u o r  J u g s  w i t h  

P e n t e r a c t  P r e s s .  T h i s  w a s  2 6  c h a p t e r s  o f  2 6  s e n t e n c e s ,  

e a c h  s e n t e n c e  c o n t a i n i n g  e v e r y  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  a l p h a b e t .  

W e  a l s o  p r o d u c e d  a  p r e f a c e  a n d  e p i l o g u e ,  p l u s  b i o s  f o r  

o u r s e l v e s  a n d  f o r  t h e  b o o k ’ s  “ r e a l  a u t h o r ”  J o c k  

R a v i s h m e n t ,  a l l  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s a m e  c o n s t r a i n t .

W e  s t a r t e d  a n o t h e r  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  s a m e  s t y l e ,  b u t  w i t h  

a d d e d  i m a g e s .  W e  i n t r o d u c e d  a  f u r t h e r  c o n s t r a i n t  w h e r e  

e a c h  s e n t e n c e  w o u l d  b e g i n  w i t h  l e t t e r s  i n  r e v e r s e  

a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r ,  t h e n  a c t u a l  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r ,  w i t h  

t h e  i m a g e s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h i s .

W e  d i d  t h i s  o n  a  b l o g ,  w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  a c c e s s i b l e  a t  t i m e  

o f  w r i t i n g ,  b u t  t h e  t e x t  a n d  i m a g e  p a i r i n g s  w e  

p r o d u c e d  a r e  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s .  Z l a t a n ,  W e x f o r d ,  

Z a b i n s k i  a n d  t h e  w o m b a t  a r e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  o u r  f i r s t  

n o v e l .  

T h e  f i r s t  i m a g e  a n d  c a p t i o n  i s  C a t h e r i n e ’ s ,  t h e n  m i n e ,  

t h e n  C a t h e r i n e ’ s  e t c .

https://penteractpress.com/store/pack-my-box-with-five-dozen-liquor-jugs-tom-jenks-amp-catherine-vidler
https://packmybox.wixsite.com/mysite/blog
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